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The Season of Advent: 

Anticipation and Hope  

 
The season of Advent is not just the 

biggest shopping season of the year, 

but for those who believe, it provides 

the opportunity to focus on the reason 

for the season. The word Advent means 

"coming" or "arrival." The focus of the 

entire season is the anticipation of the 

birth of Jesus the Christ that we 

celebrate on Christmas Eve. This year, 

Advent Season begins on Sunday, 

December 2 and ends on Monday, 

December 24.  

 

The four Sundays of Advent provide a 

unique focus for our worship as 

reflected in our Advent wreath. The 

Advent wreath is a symbol of the 

beginning of the Church year in many 

churches as well as homes. It is often a 

circular evergreen wreath with five 

candles, four around the wreath and 

one in the center. The circle of the 

wreath reminds us of God Himself, His 

eternity and endless mercy, which has 

no beginning or end. The green of the 

wreath speaks of the hope that we have 

in God, the hope of newness, of 

renewal, of eternal life. Candles 

symbolize the light of God coming into 

the world through the birth of His son. 

The four outer candles represent the 

period of waiting during the four 

Sundays of Advent. Each Sunday, we 

light another candle and focus on the 

desire to live a life filled with the Hope, 

Peace, Joy and Love of Christ. Finally, 

the light that has come into the world is 

plainly visible as the Christ candle, the 

center candle, is lit at our Christmas 

Eve service, and worshippers rejoice 

over the fact that the hope and promise 

of long ago has been realized.  

 

The light of the candles itself becomes 

an important symbol of the season. The 

light reminds us that Jesus is the light 

of the world that comes into our lives 

to bring newness, life, and hope. It also 

reminds us that we are called to be a 

light to the world as we reflect the light 

of God's grace to others.  

 

Jim Neal  
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Advent and Christmas at St. Hugh  

 

Week 1  

 Sunday, December 2 at 10am ð 1st Sunday in Advent - Hope  

Tuesday, December 4 at 11:30 Soup Lunch and Class  

Thursday, December 6 at 9am ð Worship with Holy Eucharist  

 

Week 2  

Sunday, December 9 at 10am ð 2nd Sunday in Advent - Peace  

Tuesday, December 11 at 11:30 - Soup Lunch and Class  

Thursday, December 13 at 9am ð Worship with Holy 

 Eucharist  

Saturday, December 15 at 3pm - Harstine Island Choir 

 Concert  

 

Week 3  

Sunday, December 16 at 10am ð 3rd  Sunday in Advent - Joy  

Greening/decorating of the Church to begin this week  

Tuesday, December 18 at 11:30 - Soup Lunch and Class  

Thursday, December 20 at 9am ð Worship with Holy 

 Eucharist  

 

Week 4  

Sunday, December 23 at 10am ð 4th  Sunday in Advent - Love  

 Greening/decorating is ready for the joyous occasion  

 

 

Monday, December 24 th  at 7:30pm ð Christmas Eve 

Service  

 Festival Eucharist  

Christmas Carols  

Welcome to our Gracious Jesus  

~  ~  ~  

Friends, family and neighbors are all invited to attend . 
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 This season, the ECW Christmas 
Luncheon for the ladies will be a special 
treat! Betty LaVigne has graciously 
invited us to her beautiful, holiday -
bedecked home for the 2012 venue. She 
will be serving a ham, and all of us are 
to bring side-dishes or salads as a 
potluck to fill out the festive table. A car-
pool will leave St. Hugh at 11:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, December 5th. 

Be sure to sign up on the list provided in 
the Narthex, both that you are attending 
- and what you will be bringing!  

Thank you, Betty, 'you are an angel' 

Advent Soup and Study ï Tuesdays in December 

It is a challenge during the early weeks of December to not get sucked into the busy 
consumerism of our culture.  When we intentionally adopt an Advent discipline 
which helps us to slow down, to pay attention to the implications of entering the 
dark time, to focus on where new birth is occurring, we are given the gift of a deeper 
relationship with Christ and our own Christian community. 

To help us focus on the Advent themes of waiting, watching and hope, we will have 
three Advent Tuesday soup and study occasions.  Jim and Wilma are organizing 
the soup part.  Robin is teaching the class.  We will gather at 11:30 for fellowship 
and the meal.  The dates are December 4, 11, and 18. 

The teaching will be based on the age old Anglican tradition of Lectio Divina ï a 
process of scripture study, reflection, prayer and meditation. 

Bring your Bibles and come to prepare a cradle in your heart for the coming of 
Christ. 


